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FROM BRUSSELS WITH FISH

(with apologies to Ian Fleming)
CHARACTERS

GILES  A spy who’s seen better times. Younger brother of James.

OPHELIA NOBBS

Not very glamorous assistant to Giles in dungarees.

PARKER

A Russian Spy

MR JONES

Eurocrat with a nerdish voice

M

Giles's boss

Q

The Quartermaster

BOND
Giles Bond. Dateline: Tuesday September 5th. 1100 hours.  Milton Keynes. Following a suspected Russian spy. Tailing is a highly skilled process that takes years to perfect, and should only ever be attempted by a highly skilled operative such as myself.


(BOND GOES OFF STAGE. PARKER APPEARS WITH BOND APPARENTLY GLUED TO HIS BACK. THEY CROSS THE STAGE A FEW TIMES. PARKER STOPS SUDDENLY AND BOND FALLS OVER) 

PARKER
Are you following me?

BOND
Me? No.

PARKER
Are you sure?

BOND
Absolutely. Why would I be following you? It's not as if you're a Russian spy or anything. (WINKS AT AUDIENCE).

PARKER
Where are you going then?

BOND
Sainsbury's.

PARKER
Sainsbury's is that way.

BOND
Is it? Are you sure?

PARKER
Yes. Back there on the right. (PAUSE) So. You'll probably want to get going then.

BOND
I've got to go this way first.

PARKER
Why?

BOND
Got something to do.

PARKER
What?

BOND
Something.

PARKER
What?

BOND
I can't remember.

PARKER
If you can't remember, there's no point in you going this way.

BOND
Yes... true... but... I'm hoping... by the time I get there, I will have remembered what I'm going there for.

PARKER
And you're definitely not following me?

BOND
No.

PARKER
Right.


(PARKER WALKS OFF WITH BOND ONCE AGAIN GLUED TO HIS BACK.) 

SCENE TWO

BOND
Dateline: Tuesday September 7th. 1100 hours. Brussels, Belgium. In a corridor outside the offices of EWFO (PRONOUNCED UFO) an organisation dedicated to terrorism, anarchy and the complete destruction of the political world order as we know it today.


(IN AN OFFICE SEVERAL PEOPLE ARE BUSY ON THEIR LAPTOPS. BOND RUSHES IN. HE ADOPTS A SERIES OF POSES HOLDING AND POINTING A GUN IN TWO HANDS)

BOND
Clear. (MOVES) Clear. (MOVES) Clear. (MOVES) Clear.

JONES
(LOOKING UP) Can I help? Or have you not finished pointing your gun and saying 'clear' yet?

BOND
Just one more. Clear. Right, all of you, put your hands up.  And nobody move.

JONES
Which?

BOND
What?

JONES
We either put our hands up. Or we don't move. We can't do both.

BOND
Just don't move then. The name is Bond, Giles Bond. Secret agent acting for Her Majesty the Queen. Licensed to kill.

JONES
You're a spy?

BOND
Might be.

JONES
You just said you were.

BOND
No, I didn't.

JONES
Secret Agent and Spy mean the same thing.

BOND
Really.

JONES
You're not very good, are you?

BOND
Come again?

JONES
You're not a very good secret agent.

BOND
I am. Why aren't I?

JONES
For one thing you've just told us your name, your job and the fact you're allowed to go around killing people. That's not very secret, is it?

BOND
Bit of a giveaway, you think? Okay. Supposing I said, my name is Cliff Smorgasbord and I'm an osteopath from Kettering.

JONES
Too late.

BOND
Really? Shame. I've been working on that cover story for weeks.

JONES
What would an osteopath from Kettering be doing brandishing a gun in an office in Brussels?

BOND
He could have gone rogue.

JONES
A rogue osteopath?

BOND
No?

JONES
Definitely not. So. What can we do for you?

BOND
Right. You represent EWFO - an organisation dedicated to terrorism, anarchy and the complete destruction of the political world order as we know it today.

JONES
No, not really. We're actually an organisation dedicated to the standardisation of white fish measurement throughout the EU.

BOND
Do you deny you represent a multinational corporation with a network of highly trained agents who have infiltrated every major western government with a view to world domination?

JONES
Yes.

BOND
(BEMUSED) Yes?

JONES
Yes, I do deny it. We’re EWFA (PRONOUNCED UFER)  – the EU White Fish Authority. I think you’re mixing us up with EWFO (PRONOUNCED UFO) The European War Fermenting Organisation. That's next door but one. 

BOND
You're lying.

JONES
You can check on the plaque on the door.

BOND
Does it never occur to you what you people do is evil?

JONES
Not at all, I see the standardisation of white fish measurement, as essential to preserving fish stocks within  European Union waters. 

BOND
I ought to kill you right now.

JONES
I'm afraid that wouldn't do any good.

BOND
Why not?

JONES
I'm retiring next month. Mr Toulon will be taking over. So killing me wouldn't actually inhibit the progress of white fish measurement standardisation within the EU to any significant degree.

BOND
You’re so devious, you people. It's all so simple to you, isn't it?

JONES
In actual fact the standardisation of white fish measurement is very complex. I should know. I've spent my whole life wrestling with white fish.

BOND
Wrestling with white fish? Is there nothing you won't stoop to?

JONES
Would you like to stay for a cup of tea? Mrs Harris brings the trolley around at eleven.

BOND
Mrs Harris. Would she happen to be a lithe beauty, her bronzed body barely covered by the skimpiest white bikini?

JONES
No, she’s 59 years old. With varicose veins. And she’ll be wearing her cardigan as usual.

BOND
Really. Her cardigan.(DISTRACTED) Are there still women like that? I thought they’d all gone when mother died.(REFOCUSED) Right, I’m clearly wasting my time here. I want everyone to lie on the floor and count to a hundred.

JONES
We would love to, of course. But the carpet is a bit dusty, and Janet does have a bad back.

BOND
Why does everyone have to argue these days? This gun's real, you know. I know it looks like a water pistol, but that's just to fool you.

JONES
Into thinking you've got a water pistol?

BOND
Into thinking – that looks like a water pistol but, because he's a secret agent, it's probably a real gun

JONES
Couldn’t we just, you know, stay in our chairs and not move a muscle.

BOND
Yes, that’s good. Do that. Do the not-moving-a-muscle thing. Right.


(HE EXITS BACKWARDS POINTING HIS GUN DRAMATICALLY IN ALL DIRECTIONS) 

BOND
Clear.

JONES
Honestly these secret agents are SUCH a nuisance. Janet, have we got everything ready for the dirty bomb in Paris?

SCENE THREE

BOND
Dateline: Wednesday. 900 hours. Outside the office of M. It's been three weeks since my last assignment. I can't remember the last time I fired a shot in anger. Or even just for a laugh.


(BOND ENTERS. M IS AT HIS DESK)

M
Giles. Come in. So. Did you enjoy your break?

BOND
Nahh - got a bit bored actually.

M
We thought it best to let things, you know.. blow over.

BOND
A successful mission though.

M
Superficially, Giles, yes. But, the thing is, when we asked you to ‘deal’ with Jeremy Corbyn, what we had in mind was digging up some secret business with the PLO.

BOND
You didn’t want him shot then?

M
No

BOND
Ah, right. I probably didn't fully absorb the parameters of the mission. Still, it was an honest mistake.

M
That’s not quite how the PM sees it. You see, Giles, we live in a modern democratic society and you can't go around murdering your political opponents, not anymore. That's the sort of thing Putin does.

BOND
It's not fair.

M
Listen - the Russians are allowed to do what they like because everybody knows they're complete bastards. We're British. Were not allowed to do that sort of thing. Particularly if we get caught. 

BOND
It won't happen again.

M
Certainly not to Jeremy Corbyn, it won't (PAUSE) Giles, may I speak frankly?

BOND
Couldn't you speak English? – I  only have a smattering of French.

M
Your recent performance. It’s not been good. I mean, look at this report. (INDICATING A DOCUMENT) According to you, the next target of Islamic Jihad was going to be Jaywick. 

BOND
Think of the potential devastation.

M
Devastation! It’s Jaywick. If they blew it up, people'd just think the binmen had missed a week. Anyway it never happened. 

BOND
They must have changed their plans at the last minute.

M
Or. Or. They never had any intention of attacking Jaywick in the first place.  We've had agents down there for a month. Half their flak-jackets have been stolen by people going clubbing in Romford. No, this can't go on, Giles. I've come to a decision. I'm teaming you up with a new operative. Someone with a bit of common sense.

BOND
I can't have that. You know I'm a lone badger, chief.

M
Wolf! Lone WOLF. (PUSHES INTERCOM) Send in Ophelia would you.

BOND
She's not a girl, is she?

M
Yes. Is that a problem?

BOND
I can't have a girl, chief. You know what they're like. It's virtually impossible to run in those stilettos. And they're no good at fighting. 

M
She has a Karate Black Belt. Tenth Dan.

BOND
In girly karate maybe. That's more like Tai Chi for a bloke.
M
Anyway I don’t think this is going to be a problem. She's tough, clever and resourceful.

BOND
You mean she's a lesbian? 

(OPHELIA ENTERS)

M
Ophelia, this is the agent I've been telling you about.

OPHELIA
(HOLDING OUT HER HAND) I'm Nobbs. Ophelia Nobbs.

BOND
Unusual name. Sounds a bit...

OPHELIA
What!

BOND
Well, y’know, rude.

OPHELIA
No, it doesn’t.

BOND
Ophelia Nobbs 

OPHELIA
Yes?

BOND
A-feel-of-yer-knobs. Geddit?

OPHELIA
(TO M) Oh my God. 

M
I did warn you.

OPHELIA
Typical pig-ignorant sexist half-wit

M
Could we please focus? You’re both here for a reason you know

BOND
(UNDER BREATH) Bitch.

OPHELIA
(UNDER BREATH) Wanker.

M
Enough. Can we please get on. What do you know about the substance KL2, Giles?

BOND
It's a highly toxic binary gas developed by the German scientists working in Russia in the early fifties. It was never used and is currently held in large stocks in a heavily-guarded island off the coast in the Gulf of Riga.

OPHELIA
No, it isn't.

BOND
It’s a mountain in Patagonia?

OPHELIA
No.

BOND
Dry-cleaning fluid?

M
(HOLDING OUT A SMALL OPEN PILL BOX) What do you make of this?

BOND
It's a small round flat-sided white object with a circumference of about five millimeters.

OPHELIA
It's a pill.

BOND
A pill. Right. (SULKILY) That's the non-technical name for it, I suppose.

OPHELIA
This pill contains KL2 -  a highly toxic substance with the ability to actually change the personality. Firstly a person becomes confused and disorientated. Then they develop strange obsessions such as wanting to reduce carbon  emissions, protect endangered species and scale-back banker’s bonuses.

BOND
My God. These people will stop at nothing.

M
Exactly. They’ve already tested it on Sting and Bono and look what happened to them. Introduce this to the water supply in London, Washington and Bonn and it could be the end of civilisation as we know it.

BOND
Nobody could be mad enough to try such a thing.

M
No one except....

BOND
Mycanos. Yes, it's got Mycanos stamped all over it. I knew we hadn’t heard the last of him.

M
No, not Mycanos.

BOND
Berreta. He’s behind all this, isn’t he? He’s got the organization. He’s got the finance and he’s the only one with the ruthless fanaticism to pull it off.

M
Not him no.

BOND
Rammoff. It’s Rammoff isn’t it? I knew it was him.

M
No.

BOND
Sushimi.

M
No.

BOND
Andreotti.

M
No.

BOND
Dunyanski.

M
No

BOND
It is a foreigner, though.

M
Of course it's a foreigner. It's Trump.

OPHELIA
What Trump – the President of the United States of America.

M
No. If you recall, he was pipped at the post by Ronald Macdonald.  Who'd have thought free fries could have made such a difference?

BOND
So Trump, in revenge, has decided to destroy the world. 

M
He has been spotted in Rio, Washington and Tierra Del Fuego.

BOND
What, all at once?

M
Giles, I want you and Ophelia to get the next flight out to Honolulu and from there to travel to at least eight or nine  highly photogenic exotic locations for no apparent reason.  

BOND
I’m on my way.

M
But first you need to see Q about your equipment.

BOND
(LOOKS DOWNWARDS) It's not necessary. It's starting to clear up now.

M
No. No. Q is the quartermaster. D is the Doctor and you'd better see R, F and C as well.

BOND
C. I didn't know we had a C.

M
C is for Commissionaire. He'll open the door for you when you leave.

BOND
Right. C for Commissionaire. Makes sense.

SCENE FOUR

BOND
Dateline: Tuesday. September 7th. 1300 hours. Whitehall. And so it begins. I'd tussled with Trump before. In fact once he had me pinned to wall with a shotgun in my face. Luckily I managed to set fire to his hair. I escaped but the consequent destruction of the Amazon Rain Forest was a high price to pay.

BOND
Ophelia. I want you to meet Q. Q this is Ophelia. She'll be in this scene as well.

OPHELIA
Pleased to meet you.

Q
(IGNORING HER) You haven't done it with her yet then.?

OPHELIA
Done what?

BOND
Nothing. Nothing.

Q
Right. Now, take a look at this Giles. Looks like on ordinary wristwatch but it is, in fact, what I call a digital watch. But slip it on your wrist like this. Push this little button on the side so and, hey presto, it tells you the time, accurate to 5 tenths of a second.

BOND
(PAUSE) Is that all it does?

Q
Giles. Please. Sir Clive Sinclair spent years on this one. See, just press the button again and voila, the date. Press this one - and the light comes on. It’s even got an alarm.

BOND
Right thank you. Anything else?

Q
Of course. What about this? Looks like a sort of thick playing card, doesn't it. 

BOND
A bit. 

Q
But look. Type in 53. And then Plus. And then 47. Equals. See. 100. Bloody marvelous. I couldn't believe it. It'd take us years to produce one of these. I got this in Argos for a fiver.

BOND
But it doesn't do anything else? Apart from adding up, I mean.

Q
Of course. Taking away, times, square roots, the lot. And look at this. (PRODUCES A TRANSISTOR RADIO) I've had my crack team working on this one. I call it a transistor radio. The first thing you notice is - no wire. See. You don't have to plug it in. Doesn’t even have an aerial. Turn it on and it's a radio receiver. I mean the Russians are way behind on this stuff. 

OPHELIA
I'd just like to point out I've only had one line in this scene so far and that was , 'Please to meet you'. I'm supposed to be your assistant, Giles. I am capable of speaking, you know.

BOND
You can have a line in a minute.

OPHELIA
Really.

BOND
Yes.

OPHELIA
A proper one.

BOND
Yes.

OPHELIA
Not just 'I've got Washington on the line, Giles'.

BOND
(IMPATIENTLY) Yes, yes, yes. Now can we get on, please? The point is Q, what I'm really looking for is something I can use for killing people.

Q
Killing people, you say. Tricky.

BOND
That's what I had in mind.

Q
Ah, well then what you need is a gun. (PRODUCES A GUN) Take a look at this one. It’s what I call a gun. You see the bullet goes in here. You pull this trigger thing and the bullet comes out of this hole. Bloody clever. Not only that but its got six thingies here...

BOND
Chambers.

Q
That's it, chambers. So you can kill six people without putting any more bullets in.

BOND
I know what a gun is Q. I am licensed to kill, remember. What I'm looking for is more something like a wristwatch that can kill people.

Q
(CHUCKLES) No, no, no. Giles you're getting all mixed up. It often happens with this technical stuff. See. Gun: kill people. Wristwatch: Tell the time. I mean if you get them mixed up, you could check if it's time for lunch and blow your leg off. I've seen it happen.

BOND
What I need...

OPHELIA
Is it my line yet?

BOND
No. Shut up. What I need is a gun that looks like a mobile phone. 

Q
Mobile phone - I really think you're getting into the realms of fantasy now, Giles. Anyway, why would anybody want a gun that looks like a telephone?

BOND
Because I'm a secret agent and that's the sort of stuff secret agents have. I mean I don't want people to know it’s a gun, do I? That’s the whole point.

Q
Supposing you want to arrest someone. You say 'Put your hands up' and you point a phone at them. They're just going to think you're being silly.

BOND
I haven't got time for this. You bureaucrats have no idea what it's like in the field. Just give me the gun. Leave the job to me. Come on Ophelia, let's get out of here. Every minute we waste, Trump could be getting away.

OPHELIA
But I haven't had my line yet.

BOND
(IRRITATED) There isn't time now.

OPHELIA
But you promised.

BOND
In the next scene. You’ve got loads of stuff in the next scene.

OPHELIA
Really?

BOND
Absolutely

OPHELIA
I’ll just be off stage right if you need me. (EXITS) Just over here.

BOND
Not where they can see you.

OPHELIA
Obviously.

BOND
Dateline: Tuesday. September 17th. 1300 hours. About to embark on my most dangerous assignment yet and they've lumbered me with a woman who looks like a welder from Gdansk. Supposing somebody thinks she's my girlfriend. I know what you're thinking – (SNEERY VOICE) This never happened to your big brother. (NORMAL VOICE) Well, I'll tell you something. It's all a myth. The whole thing. He never had  an Aston Martin that sprayed out oil and laid down a smoke screen. It was a Skoda with an oil-leak and big end knock. And as for the women. 90% lezzers and let's just he was more an asparagus tip than a stick of celery. Martinis never. Half a bottle of Lambrusco and he was off to the bog for an hour. IBS, you know. He didn't have a  Walther PPK, he had an old Luger he found in my uncle's garage. Still, if you want to believe all that bullshit you go ahead but meanwhilesome us have a job to do protecting the nation from evil. Giles Bond. Dateline: . (ACTUAL DATE, TIME  AND WHERE WE ARE)

THE END
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