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PM:
Now, I’ve asked Philip to brief us on behalf of the chiefs of staff this morning, on the situation in regard to our readiness to put boots on the ground should the current action against ISIS require escalation.

DS
Thank you, Prime Minister.

PM:
So. What sort of numbers do we have ready infantry-wise?

DS:
What, roughly speaking?

PM:
Yes. Ball park figure…

DS:
Right. OK. Ball park figure. I'd say, off the top of my head, very roughly, give or take a few.. seventeen. 

PM:
Seven. (BEAT) Regiments?

DS:
Soldiers.

PM:
Seventeen soldiers. 

DS
We do actually have several hundred but most of them are in therapy dealing with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. We also have twenty one in gender reassignment surgery. We probably could find a few more, but as we've only got seventeen laptops, there's really no point..

PM
Do they have to have laptops?

DS
Thing is, in the Iraq war people got a bit shirty because we didn't have enough bullet-proof vests to go around. So this time we're not going to send them unless they're fully equipped.

PM
With laptops.

DS
Especially laptops. On the plus side we are able to deploy them fairly quickly in most areas. Although in some areas it could take a bit longer.

PM
Depending on?

DS
If Ryanair flies there.

PM
We use Ryanair?

DS
They are very cheap, but they can be a bit funny about assault rifles in the cabin.

PM
I thought we just built a new aircraft carrier. I was there with the Queen.

DS
We do have a brand new aircraft carrier, one of the most advanced in the world

PM
I sense a 'but' coming.

DS: 
Basically, we do have an aircraft carrier. But we don't have planes to take off from the aircraft carrier. You can't have both. Not at the same time. Not until two thousand twenty.

PM
Does the Navy have other ships?

DS:
Absolutely. They’ve got dozens of them.

PM:
And they’re ready?

DS:
Better than that. They’re raring to go.

PM:
And there's no problems with them at all?

DS: 
No.

PM
No?

DS
Although..

PM:
Although?

DS:
Although they are all minesweepers.

PM:  
And just how useful are minesweepers in a desert-style war?

DS:  
As I see it, there are two main issues here – firstly, they're only good for clearing mines.

PM:
But that's a good thing, isn't it? We got a bloody nose with those IEDs in Iraq and Afghanistan. But if we've got minesweepers...

DS
And that's the second issue. We can't deploy them in the desert. Or indeed anywhere that is not... the sea.

PM:   What sort of mines do they deal with?

DS:  World War Two mines. There's still a surprising number turning up, you know.

PM
So they can't deal with IEDs?

DS
Not land-based ones, no

PM 
Are there sea-based IEDs?

DS
Not at present. The thing is prime minister. we don't know yet what sort of war we're going to be fighting. We've got lots of nuclear missiles pointing at Russia, but if the enemy turns up in old vans, running people over and stabbing them, nuclear missiles are not much use.

PM
So what you are saying is we have nuclear missiles we can't use, aircraft carriers with no planes, and all the soldiers have gone barmy.

DS
We don't say barmy, PM, it's not really PC, is it?

PM    Do we still have an air force?

DS
We do have some planes, yes.

PM
Good.

DS
Unfortunately the Chinese bought the firm that produce the control systems and we're finding the planes do seem to have something of a mind of their own. 

PM    What do you mean?

DS
They have a tendency to land themselves on Chinese airfields.

PM
Can't the pilots override the controls

DS
They would. If the pilots were in the cockpit. But the planes have a habit of taking off by themselves.

PM So we're defenceless.

DC
The thing is we don't need to worry about defence. There's countries in the Middle East that get invaded every ten minutes. But we haven't been invaded since 1066. Anyway we have an agreement with the French unions to blockade the ports, if necessary. They'll sabotage the channel tunnel and  and drive tractors round the roundabouts until the invaders give up and go home. They're very good at that sort of thing, the French. And if the invaders  get over the channel, the RMT will shutdown the entire rail network. They be left waiting at the loud speakers waiting for an announcement.

PM  Am I right in thinking, we are not, in fact, equipped to fight any battles. Anywhere. Ever.

DS: Affirmative.

PM But we spend 2 billion a year on defence.

DS Ah yes, but imagine what the bill would be if we actually went to war. It's hundreds of billions. Nobody can afford a war these days. You just have to PRETEND you can fight a war. This is where Jeremy Corbyn gets it all wrong. We have Trident. But we're never going to use it. It would be pointless. We'd all be dead already. But the point is, you don't tell people you're not going to use it, or there's no point in having it all.

PM:  We're going to spend 30 billion on something we're never ever going to use?

DS:  Correct.

PM:
For what reason.

DS:  It's a deterrent. And it keeps Donald Trump happy.

PM:
It sounds to me stark staring mad.

DS
It is. Best keep it to yourself.
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