
PERVERT by PETE BARRETT

Characters

Kerry and Linda (Two girls in their thirties)

KERRY

What are you doing?

LINDA

I’m not doing anything.

KERRY

Yes, you are. You’ve been staring out of that window for 20 minutes.

LINDA

I haven’t.

KERRY

You have.

LINDA

I’m just seeing if it’s going to rain.

KERRY

What, for 20 minutes? I mean, either it is or it isn't. (PAUSE) No, hold on, wait a minute, I know what you’re doing. You’re looking for the postman.

LINDA

I’m not.

KERRY

Yes, you are. Of course. I know why. It's your birthday, isn't  it? You did the same thing last year. (BEAT) I forgot, by the way.

LINDA


I noticed. 

KERRY

You look out for the postman to see if you’ve got any birthday cards.

LINDA

I do not.

KERRY

You do. Listen, you’ve had a card from me- usually - and one from your mum. That’s it. You’re 31 Linda. You don’t get loads of cards when you’re 31. I didn’t get any at all.

LINDA

There might be some more.

KERRY

There won’t. Just accept it, birthdays are crap. You get a few totally unfunny cards, a couple of presents you don’t want. And you have to buy everyone cakes in the office. Oh yes, and you get to be a year older, so you’re even more of an ugly old maid, rejected by men. Except the ones who should be in a freak show.

LINDA

But I like birthdays. I like unfunny cards and rubbish presents. And I like cakes in the office. I’ve always look forward to my birthday. You never know. I might have some aunt somewhere I don’t know about who’s going to send me a lovely present. (LOOKS THROUGH THE CURTAINS AGAIN).


KERRY



You do know you’re pathetic, don’t you?

LINDA

I know.

KERRY

You’re always like this on your birthday. You always get really excited and then you get terribly depressed because it’s all a big nothing. Give it up girl for goodness sake. Birthdays are just the same as other days. You were born 31 years ago. So what?

(LINDA’S MOBILE PHONE RINGS) 

KERRY

That'll be your aunt with the beamer.

LINDA

Hello. Oh hi David. It’s a bit early for you, isn’t it? I thought you never got up until lunchtime. (PAUSE) Don't think so. Haven’t seen it. (PAUSE, THEN LOOKS UNDER THE TABLE) Oh yes, so it is. Do you need it? (PAUSE)  Five years. I don’t know. WHAT? (PAUSE) Of course, I won’t. I wouldn’t think of it.(PAUSE) You’re joking? What’s in there, for God’s sake. (PAUSE) Alright, alright, there’s no need to blow a fuse. I won’t. I promise I won’t (PAUSE) Alright, tomorrow morning then (PAUSE) I won’t, I keep telling you (PAUSE) Alright. OK.  Bye David. (SHE STARES AT HER PHONE) That is SO WEIRD.

KERRY

David? 

LINDA

Yeah, it was David. But he sounded SO WEIRD. Really upset. I’ve never heard him like that.

KERRY

What did he want? 

LINDA

He left his bag here last night. He said I wasn’t to look in it. Not under any circumstances.  SO WEIRD

KERRY

Yes I'm getting the SO WEIRD scenario, thank you. 

LINDA

It's just...

KERRY

Enough!

LINDA

I mean, I wouldn’t dream of looking in his bag. Would you?

(KERRY MAKES THE ROCKING HAND GESTURE TO INDICATE POSSIBLY)

LINDA

He said if I looked in his bag…. I wouldn’t want to know him anymore. He was really upset.

KERRY

Look, all it is, is some revolting porn. I mean, men are always carrying porn about. They’re always swapping videos in the office. They think we don’t notice. Men are pathetic. You know they are. 

LINDA

Yeah, but a bit of porn wouldn’t put me off David. It’d just mean he was a normal man.

KERRY

Depraved and perverted with no imagination.

LINDA

Exactly

KERRY

No hold on, hold on. I’ve got it. I know what it is. It’s Gay Porn. He wouldn’t want you to see that.

LINDA

He is not gay. How many times...? 

KERRY

He is gay. He’s got all the signs. 30. Unmarried. Good dancer. Shaved head. Nice body. Kylie Minogue records. What more proof do you need?

LINDA

He is only got one Kylie Minogue record. And it’s not even his. Just because he’s nice, polite, sensitive, you think he has to be gay. There are normal men like that.

KERRY

Where

LINDA

All over

KERRY

All over the Wizard of Ozville with the Munchkins

LINDA

He is not.

KERRY

He went out with you for six months and never laid a finger on you.  

LINDA

That doesn’t prove anything. We just didn’t like each other in that way. It was more…. platonic. That’s why we’re still good friends.

KERRY

You slept in the same bed and he never touched you.   

LINDA

We cuddled.

KERRY

Yeah right - When did a heterosexual male ever just want a cuddle. Face it Linda, that bag is full of pictures of naked men, tying each other up and doing unspeakable things to each other. Which is all the more reason for taking a look, because I love pictures of naked men doing unspeakable things to each other.  

LINDA

No, Kerry, we are not looking in that bag.

KERRY

Oh go on. He’s gay and he just doesn’t want you to know. Let’s be honest I mean you are a bit of an innocent old thing Linda. 

LINDA

As a matter of fact, I know it isn’t that.

KERRY

Really.  

LINDA

We looked on the internet once. I didn’t believe there was all this porn on there. So he went on and showed me. There was loads of it. Everything you could imagine. Gay, straight, sado-masochistic, water stuff.  

KERRY

So that’s what you two got up to together. .

LINDA

My point is - he knows I’m not shocked by that sort of stuff. I’ve seen it all before.

KERRY

So let’s have a look then.

LINDA

No.

KERRY

Why not?

LINDA

Because I think I know what’s in there.

KERRY

What. .  

LINDA

You remember David used to be a teacher and he had to give it up.

KERRY

Vaguely

LINDA

He never said why, did he?

KERRY

Everybody gives up teaching. If they’ve got any sense. .  

LINDA

And he still helps out at the swimming club, and the gymnastics. I thought it was just because he liked doing good things – working with children

KERRY

So? (REALISING) Oh God, You don’t think….  

LINDA

(SITTING DOWN ON A CHAIR) It’s all a bit suspicious isn’t it. I mean what is the one thing that would make me hate him?

KERRY

Kiddie porn. .  

LINDA

I can’t believe he’d be like that but he sounded so weird, so depressed. What else can it be?

KERRY

It all sort of fits though doesn’t it: the not touching you. All those things with kids. .

LINDA

But he’s such a nice person. He’s the nicest person I’ve ever known. He’s always kind, thoughtful. (PAUSE) He’s my best friend.

KERRY

Cheers.

LINDA

You know what I mean.

KERRY

I have to admit, it does kinda make sense. No girlfriends, except you. No social life. Never talks about his parents.  

LINDA

(TO HERSELF) Oh David. Please. Not that. Anything but that

KERRY

Now we really do have to look.

LINDA

No 

KERRY

Linda. We have to look. If he’s into children…. like that, we need to know. It doesn’t matter what he says. I know what you think about people like that. That old pervy uncle of yours, remember?

LINDA

You don’t forget things like that.  (PAUSE) I can’t bear it. I know we shouldn't look, but...

KERRY

You said you wouldn't look. But I didn't. I didn't promise anything. So I can take a look.

(THEY BOTH GO AND STAND EITHER SIDE OF THE BAG)

LINDA

I promised.

KERRY

It's me, not you.

LINDA

It's the same thing. I'm betraying his trust.

KERRY

We have to know. Don't we?

LINDA

I guess

 (KERRY PICKS UP THE BAG. OPENS IT AND RUMAGES AROUND)

LINDA

So?

KERRY

There’s just a package thing. And some other stuff.

(SHE TAKES A NOTE WHICH SHE TEARS OPEN)   

LINDA

Oh god.  

LINDA

What is it, What does it say?

KERRY

You don’t want to know.  

LINDA

I do. I do want to know

KERRY

It says (PAUSE)  It says Happy Birthday, you nosey cow. (PAUSE) PS Do you always let Kerry open your mail? And there's a present...

(KERRY TAKES OUT A BEAUTIFULLY GIFT WRAPPED PRESENT AND PUTS IT AND THE CARD ON THE TABLE. THEY BOTH SIT DOWN SLOWLY  LOOKING AT THE PRESENT. KERRY PULLS OUT A PARTY POPPER AND FIRES IT OVER LINDA’S HEAD. THEY BOTH GRIMACE WITH DOWNTURNED MOUTHS)  

END
7

