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ANNOUNCEMENT:
Mr Williams to Doctor Wright.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Ah, Mr Williams, what a surprise! Long time no see. It must have been what... days?

MR WILLIAMS: Good morning, Doctor.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: And what is it this time?

MR WILLIAMS: Gosh, doc, you make me sound like a hypochondriac.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Who'd have thought? So. What can I do for you? 

MR WILLIAMS: Well, I'm not sure, but I think I may have Crohn's Disease.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Crohn's Disease?

MR WILLIAMS: Yes.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Really. I’m sorry to hear that.

MR WILLIAMS: The thing is, my digestive tract is swollen, I have pain in the gut, diarrhoea, vomiting, and weight loss. Oh yes and I’ve got a skin rash, arthritis, and swollen eyes.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: I see. Well that certainly does sound a lot like Crohn's Disease. What sort of treatment do you think you’d be looking for?

MR WILLIAMS: I would say acetaminophen for mild pain, antibiotics and Loperamide.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Yes, that seems quite appropriate. But. Before we go any further. I’d like to take a minute to discuss your medical history. I think it may help throw some new light on this current infection. Let’s have a look shall we? 

MR WILLIAMS: Absolutely, doctor. 

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Right, so far this year we’ve had Appendicitis, Asthma,  Bacterial meningitis, Beriberi,  Botulism, Bronchitis, Celiacs disease, Chlamydia, Cholera – not one we see in the surgery very often these days – then there's Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Colitis, Coronary heart disease and Ebola.

MR WILLIAMS: Blimey - you’ve had all those as well, have you doctor?

DOCTOR WRIGHT: No, when I say we, I mean, more specifically, you.

MR WILLIAMS: Oh right.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: That is quite a lot illnesses to have had in, what.. eleven months?

MR WILLIAMS: And the fact is that Beri-Beri and Ebola are quite rare in Sevenoaks.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: In fact there has only been one case of each ever. And in both cases it has been you.

MR WILLIAMS: You could say I’ve had an anus horribililless.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Yes, you could say, or attempt to say, that. But I’m beginning to notice a certain pattern in your various maladies. You arrive at the surgery on a Monday morning with a long list of symptoms. Then, by Thursday you’re feeling a lot better and by the time we reach Saturday you’re back in the peak of health.

MR WILLIAMS: All I can put it down to, Doc, is my robust constitution.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Yes, yes, you do show quite remarkable powers of recovery. 

MR WILLIAMS: I mean, it’s not unusual to have a series of illnesses, one after another, is it?

DOCTOR WRIGHT: With a compromised immune system, it's true, a series of different illnesses and symptoms can occur.

MR WILLIAMS: There you are then.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: But they don't usually, if ever, occur in alphabetical order.

MR WILLIAMS: Really. 

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Yes really.

MR WILLIAMS: Quite a coincidence, eh, Doc.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Coincidence isn’t quite the word I would use.

MR WILLIAMS: What word would you use?

DOCTOR WRIGHT: The word I would use is fiction, Mr Williams, pretence. You don’t happen to possess a copy of the book The Family Doctor: A Layman’s Guide to Diseases, do you?

MR WILLIAMS: Not sure, I may.. have

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Or some other encyclopaedia of illnesses?

MR WILLIAMS: I suppose I may have one on a shelf, somewhere

DOCTOR WRIGHT: What is your job?

MR WILLIAMS: A teacher.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: And do you enjoy your work?

MR WILLIAMS: Oh yes, I really enjoy it. I don't find it stressful, at all.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Yes. I'm wondering if the lack of stress may be related to the fact that you haven't set foot in a classroom for over three years.

MR WILLIAMS: Really! Three years! That long.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Yes, and in fact, this is your second time around the disease alphabet. Might I suggest that your real problem is that you don’t like being a teacher and you will do virtually anything to avoid turning up at work, and that all these illnesses are the product of imagination. And, perhaps, not even that.

MR WILLIAMS: Wait a minute, Doc. Wait a minute. That rings a bell. I think you may be on to something here. Oh, I know, it was in the Fs. What was it? Hold on I've got it - it’s Factitious Disorder Syndrome. The symptoms are:  a series on unconnected illnesses, conditions that don't respond to standard therapies, eagerness to have frequent testing or risky operations and extensive knowledge of medical terms, diseases and prescription medicines.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: And that’s what you’ve got is it.. this week? Not Crohn's Disease, but rather - Factitious Disorder Syndrome

MR WILLIAMS: I’ve got all the symptoms. 

DOCTOR WRIGHT: I’m sure you have. You know, dealing with you, I think I might be developing Repetitive Strain Injury 

MR WILLIAMS: That would be a sudden, intense pain in affected parts of the body, often the wrists, neck, back or hands, that keeps coming back.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: Mr Williams, why don't I just give you my prescription pad and cut out the middle man?

MR WILLIAMS: If you say so, Doctor. (Takes prescription pad and leaves) See you Monday. D'you know, I'm feeling better already.

DOCTOR WRIGHT: How gratifying (Calls out) Next complete lunatic!!
